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i

D
ear Sir/M

adam
:

O
ntario Parks is presently undertaking a m

anagem
ent plan review

 for Six M
ile L

ake Provincial 
P

ark.  A
s part of the planning process I am

 pleased to present the Six M
ile L

ake P
rovincial P

ark 
P

relim
inary M

anagem
ent P

lan.

T
he prelim

inary plan contains proposed policies relating to resource stew
ardship, operations and 

developm
ent that w

ill guide the m
anagem

ent of Six M
ile L

ake Provincial Park over the next 20-
year period. A

fter careful consideration of the background inform
ation collected and review

 of 
com

m
ents received, this docum

ent represents O
ntario Parks’ preferred policy for the park.

Y
ou are invited to review

 and com
m

ent on the prelim
inary m

anagem
ent plan. A

s part of this 
stage in the planning process, a public inform

ation centre is to be held on
Septem

ber
25, 2004 

from
 10am

 – 4pm
 at Six M

ile L
ake Provincial Park to allow

 interested individuals and parties the 
opportunity to inspect the plan, view

 m
aps and discuss issues w

ith m
em

bers of the planning team
.

A
ll com

m
ents regarding the prelim

inary m
anagem

ent plan should be subm
itted by N

ovem
ber

8,
2004 to the attention of:

R
ichard D

oucette, A
ssistant Planner

C
entral Z

one, O
ntario Parks

R
R

 #3, 451 A
rrow

head Park R
oad

H
untsville, O

ntario   P1H
 2J4

T
elephone:  (705) 789-2628

Facsim
ile:  (705) 789-5948

E
-m

ail:
richard.doucette@

m
nr.gov.on.ca

Inform
ation is being collected as part of the m

anagem
ent planning 

process for Six M
ile L

ake 
Provincial Park.

A
ll input 

received
w

ill becom
e part of the public record for 

this planning 
process, unless privacy is requested, pursuant to the F

reedom
 of Inform

ation and P
rotection of 

P
rivacy A

ct.

Y
our participation in this public consultation process is encouraged.  A

ll w
ritten com

m
ents w

ill 
be carefully considered during preparation of the final m

anagem
ent plan.

Y
ours truly,

A
dair Ireland-Sm

ith
M

anaging D
irector

O
ntario Parks
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ST
A

T
E

M
E

N
T

 O
F

 E
N

V
IR

O
N

M
E

N
T

A
L

 V
A

L
U

E
S

T
he M

inistry of N
atural R

esources’ Statem
ent of E

nvironm
ental V

alues (SE
V

) w
as prepared in 

accordance w
ith the E

nvironm
ental B

ill of R
ights (E

B
R

). It describes how
 the purposes of the E

B
R

 
are to be considered w

henever decisions are m
ade w

hich m
ight significantly affect the environm

ent.

T
he prim

ary purpose of the E
B

R
 is to protect, conserve and, w

here reasonable, restore the integrity 
of the environm

ent.  From
 the M

inistry’s perspective, that broad statem
ent of purpose translates into 

four objectives in its SE
V

:

•
T

o ensure the long-term
 health of ecosystem

s by protecting and conserving our 
valuable soil, aquatic resources, forest and w

ildlife resources as w
ell as their 

biological foundations;
•

T
o ensure the continuing availability of natural resources for the long-term

 benefit 
of the people of O

ntario;
•

T
o protect natural heritage and biological features of provincial significance; and

•
T

o protect hum
an life, the resource base and physical property from

 the threats of 
forest fires, floods and erosion.

T
he M

inistry’s SE
V

 has been considered during the preparation of this prelim
inary

m
anagem

ent
plan.  T

he Six M
ile Lake P

rovincial P
ark M

anagem
entP

lan
is intended to reflect the direction set 

in the SE
V

 and to
further the objectives of m

anaging O
ntario’s resources on an ecologically 

sustainable basis.
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1.0
IN

T
R

O
D

U
C

T
IO

N

Six M
ile L

ake Provincial Park is located 
im

m
ediately

east of H
ighw

ay 400 on the north-
w

est shore of Six M
ile L

ake in the T
ow

nship of 
G

eorgian B
ay, D

istrict of M
uskoka.  T

he park 
sits approxim

ately 150 km
 north of T

oronto 
(Figures 1 and 2).  T

he recreation class park w
as 

regulated
under the P

rovincial P
arks A

ctin
1958,but w

as expanded in 2004 to its present 
size of 212 ha.

Six M
ile L

ake Provincia
l Park is 

a popular destination, receiving over 65,000 
visitors in 2002.  T

he park offers opportunities 
for

cam
ping,fishing,sw

im
m

ing and hiking.  It 
also provides boat access to Six M

ile L
ake and 

serves as a starting point for the G
ibson-

M
acD

onald canoe route.

Six M
ile L

ake Provincial Park also protects 
im

portant earth and life science features.  T
he 

park
falls w

ithin E
codistrict 5E

-7 and the area of 
the G

reat L
akes H

eritage C
oast.

Sitting on the 
southern edge of the Precam

brian Shield w
ithin

the central gneiss belt of the G
renville Province,

the park
w

as once subm
erged beneath the 

W
isconsinan ice sheet.

T
he varied topography 

that has resulted from
 glaciation has produced a 

diversity of com
m

unities that are representative 
of the G

reat L
akes-St. L

aw
rence

Forest R
egion,

including rock barrens, m
ature m

esic hardw
ood 

forests and w
etlands.

Severalregionally and 
provincially rare plant species are found w

ithin 
these com

m
unities.

A
 num

ber of rare reptile 
species have also been docum

ented in the park.

2.0
SU

M
M

A
R

Y
 O

F
 SIG

N
IF

IC
A

N
T

ISSU
E

S

2.1
Snow

m
obiling

Since 1999, snow
m

obiles have been allow
ed to 

travel through the park along the m
ain roadw

ay 
to provide access to the

existing
O

ntario
Federation of Snow

m
obile C

lub (O
FSC

)
T

rans-
Provincial T

rail System
 (T

O
P

S)trail to the north 
and south of the park.

T
his is a key trail in the 

O
FSC

 system
, representing the m

ain route along 
the

H
ighw

ay 400 and 69 corridor betw
een 

O
rillia and Parry Sound.

T
his tem

porary route through the park w
as

perm
itted w

hile the O
FSC

 looked at alternatives
for

establishing a perm
anent north-south link

and to address issues
related to unauthorized 

snow
m

obile
use

in the park.  T
ravel through the 

park
w

as authorized according to a 
m

em
orandum

 of understanding that w
as

subject
to annual review

 and
contingent upon on-going

agreem
ent over operations, logistics and the 

resolution of concerns as they arise. T
he search 

for a new
 section of trailin the Six M

ile L
ake 

area
w

as part of a larger
effort the O

FSC
 is 

engaged in to im
prove rider safety by relocating

trails off w
ater bodies and traveled public 

roadw
ays.

D
ue to a num

ber of factors, including the 
expansion of H

ighw
ay 400 and the presence of 

num
erous w

ater bodies in the area, the O
FSC

’s
efforts to identify

a
suitable

route
outside of the 

provincialpark
w

ere
unsuccessful.  R

ecognizing 
the im

portance of this north-south corridor,that
snow

m
obiling is a perm

itted use in developm
ent 

and
natural environm

ent zones in recreation 
class parks, and

the success that the tem
porary 

route had in addressing previously uncontrolled 
snow

m
obile use, O

ntario Parks agreed to 
establish a perm

anent trailthrough Six M
ile

L
ake Provincial Park (Section 10.3).

3.0
C

L
A

SSIF
IC

A
T

IO
N

O
ntario’s provincial parks are organized into six 

broad categories w
hich define an individual 

park’s contributions to the park system
.

Six M
ile L

ake Provincial Park is a recreation 
class park.  R

ecreation parks are intended to 
support a w

ide variety of outdoor recreation 
opportunities for large num

bers of people in 
attractive surroundings.

T
his classification has been assigned to the park 

in recognition of the variety and quality of 
recreation opportunities it provides, and its 
location in close proxim

ity to population centres 
in central and southern O

ntario.
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F
igure 1: R

egional L
ocation of Six M

ile L
ake

P
rovincial P

ark
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F
igure 2: E

xisting F
acilities and P

ark 
B

oundary
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4.0
G

O
A

L

Six M
ile L

ake Provincial Park w
ill:

P
rovide a variety of recreationaland

educationalopportunities in
 attractive 

surroundings, w
hile protecting the park’s 

im
portantearth and life science features.

In fulfilling this goal, the park contributes to the 
achievem

ent of recreation and protection
targets

for the provincial park system
.

5.0
O

B
JE

C
T

IV
E

S

M
anagem

ent of individual parks is guided by the 
four objectives of the provincial park system

 –
protection, recreation, heritage appreciation
and

tourism
.  Six M

ile L
ake Provincial Park 

contributes to the achievem
ent of each of these 

objectives.

5.1
P

rotection

To protect the significant elem
ents of th

e natural 
and cultural landscape of Six M

ile Lake 
P

rovincial P
ark.

T
he park sits w

ithin the C
entralG

neiss
B

elt of 
the G

renville Province.  T
he exposed 

Precam
brian bedrock outcrops w

hich 
characterize the park’s gently rolling landscape
w

ere glacially sm
oothed and scoured during the 

late W
isconsinan period.  D

epressions in the 
bedrock surface are filled w

ith shallow
 layers of 

till and glaciolacustrine sedim
ents derived from

 
the period w

hen the area w
as subm

erged below
 

glacialL
ake A

lgonquin som
e

12,000 years 
before present (B

.P.).G
laciation also created a 

num
ber of basins, w

here deeper organic soil 
deposits and w

etland areas have form
ed.

T
he

park’s earth science features are locally 
significant.

T
he

geology
of the region has given rise to a 

variety of com
m

unity types and species w
ithin 

the park that are representative of the broken 
bedrock uplands, transition forests and w

etlands 
found throughout E

codistrict 5E
-7.

O
pen rock 

barrens support com
m

unities of lichens and 

m
osses, grasses, thickets of juniper, sum

ac and 
cherry, along w

ith young hardw
ood forest

species such as w
hite

oak (Q
uercus alba),red

m
aple (A

cer rubrum
) and trem

bling
aspen

(P
opulus trem

uloides). A
reas w

ith deeper soils 
are covered w

ith older
red

oak (Q
uercus rubra)

and
red

m
aple hardw

ood forest.  M
ixedw

ood 
forest com

m
unities occur on shallow

 to deeper 
soils and are com

prised of w
hite

pine
(P

inus
strobus),w

hite
birch

(B
etula

papyrifera),red
oak and largetooth

aspen
(P

opulus
grandidentata

).

W
etland areas include m

arsh, open w
ater, and 

bog and fen com
plexes.  T

hese support a w
ide 

variety of shrubs, grasses, sedges, sphagnum
 

species,and herbaceous aquatic vegetation.
A

num
ber of species identified in the park are 

significant at the regional or provincial level. 
P

rovincially significant species such as C
arolina 

yellow
-eyed-grass

(X
yris difform

is)
and C

arey’s 
sm

artw
eed (P

olygonum
 careyi) have A

tlantic
coastal plain affinities.

T
hese com

m
unities

provide im
portant habitat for 

a variety of m
am

m
als, birds, reptiles and

am
phibians.

A
 sm

all num
ber of species at risk

have
been docum

ented in the park.  T
he park’s 

significant species, shallow
 soils, and

w
etlands,

are sensitive to disturbance and w
ill be protected 

through appropriate zoning.

5.2
R

ecreation

To provide visitors w
ith opportunities for 

cam
ping and land and w

ater based recreation.

Six M
ile L

ake Provincial Park is prim
arily a 

vacation destination for fam
ily cam

ping.  T
he 

park
provides cam

pers and day-visitors w
ith 

opportunities for hiking, sw
im

m
ing, picnicking, 

fishing and boating.
It also serves as an access 

point for the 56 km
 G

ibson-M
acD

onald canoe 
route and the 2,039 ha M

cC
rae L

ake 
C

onservation R
eserve.

A
lthough closed during the w

inter season, the 
park does receive lim

ited use for snow
shoeing

and
cross-country skiing.  Snow

m
obiling along 

a designated trail is also perm
itted (Section 9.2).
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Facilities supporting these recreationaluses
include three beaches, boat launch and docking 
areas, canoe rentals, picnic shelter and hiking 
trail (Figure 2).

T
he park offers 217 cam

psites, 
including 53 hydro and 9 w

alk-in sites.

Six M
ile L

ake Provincial Park received over 
65,000 visitors in 2002, com

prising of 
approxim

ately 7,500 day visitors and 57,500 
cam

per nights.
T

he average length of stay for 
cam

pers
betw

een 1992 and 2002 w
as 

consistently 2.9 nights, butreached
3.8 nights in

2002.  T
he July/A

ugust occupancy rate over the 
sam

e period averaged
just over 74%

.

Z
oning and recreation m

anagem
ent policies w

ill 
be

used to controlactivities
in order to not 

adversely affect the park’s sensitive natural 
features.

5.3
H

eritage A
ppreciation

To provide opportunities for exploration and 
appreciation of the park’s natural and cultural
heritage.

B
ased on the region’s natural features and 

history, a num
ber of interpretive them

es have 
been identified for Six M

ile L
ake Provincial 

P
ark.  T

hese include the ecology of the C
anadian 

Shield,species at risk, and settlem
ent history of 

the Six M
ile L

ake area.  B
oth structured and 

unstructured opportunities w
ill be provided to

allow
park visitors to explore these them

es 
(Section 9.1).

5.4
T

ou
rism

To provide O
ntario residents and non-resident

visitors w
ith opportunities to discover and 

experience the distinctnatural and recreational 
features of the park and surrounding region.

Six M
ile L

ake Provincial Park is prim
arily a 

vacation destination for cam
pers from

 southern 
and central O

ntario.  H
ow

ever, the park does 
receive visitors from

 other provinces, the U
nited 

States and overseas.  It also provides easy access 
to num

erous other attractions in the M
uskoka 

and H
uronia regions, and serves as a stopover 

destination for som
e visitors.

In 2000, the average cam
ping group spent close

to $260 on transportation, food, entertainm
ent, 

etc. in association w
ith their trip.

Just over 40%
 

of this am
ount, or approxim

ately $100, w
as 

spent w
ithin 40 km

 of the park.  In total, 
visitors’ expenditures am

ounted to 
approxim

ately $1.5 m
illion.  V

isitor spending 
com

bined w
ith park operating and capital 

expenditures
have an econom

ic im
pact on the 

provincial econom
y. In 2000, the total spending 

at the park supported a value of $2.5 m
illion and 

48 person years of em
ploym

ent. 

6.0
B

O
U

N
D

A
R

Y

Six M
ile L

ake Provincial Park w
as originally 

regulated under the P
rovincial P

arks A
ct in 

1958, and is currently described in O
ntario 

R
egulation

178/04. T
he area of the park is 212 

ha (Figure 2).

7.0
Z

O
N

IN
G

W
ithin the context of a park’s classification, 

zoning is used to delineate areas based on their 
resource significance and recreation potential.
Provincial park policy defines six zone types –
developm

ent,access,nature reserve,w
ilderness,

natural environm
ent and historical.  Z

oning 
provides

an im
portant tool for identifying and 

distinguishing m
anagem

ent requirem
ents for the 

various features of a park.
Itis used to ensure 

that a park’s stated goal and objectives are m
et.

W
ith the exception of w

ilderness zones, 
recreation class parks m

ay contain all zone
types.

T
w

o zoning classifications are used at 
Six M

ile L
ake Provincial Park, developm

ent and 
natural environm

ent (Figure 3).

7.1
D

evelopm
ent Z

one

D
evelopm

ent zones typically contain the 
facilities and services required to support park 
operations and activities associated w

ith
intensive

day-use and cam
ping.

T
hese zones are 
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intended to accom
m

odate large num
bers of 

people and a w
ide range of uses.

T
he

46 ha developm
ent zone at Six M

ile L
ake 

Provincial Park contains the park office, park
roads,m

aintenance and storage yards, park
store,show

er facilities, beaches, boat launch and 
docking areas, interpretive centre, parking areas,
cam

pgrounds and part of the snow
m

obile trail.
T

his zone also contains the approxim
ately 10 ha

of lakebed that is contained w
ithin the park 

boundary.
Future intensive facility developm

ent 
w

ill be restricted to this zone.  N
ew

 facilities 
identified for this zone include a cam

pground 
com

fort station and park w
ater treatm

ent system
.

7.2
N

atural E
nvironm

ent Z
ones

N
atural environm

ent zones are used to delineate
natural landscapes w

here
im

portant features are 
protected and lim

ited developm
ent m

ay be 
perm

itted to support low
-intensity recreational 

use.  T
hree distinct natural environm

ent zones 
have been defined for Six M

ile L
ake Provincial 

Park.  M
anagem

ent of each zone w
ill generally 

involve a ‘hands-off’ approach, allow
ing natural 

processes to function.

N
atural environm

ent zone 1 (N
E

1) is located in 
the north end of the park.

A
t144 ha, it is the 

largest zone in the park, and w
ill protect 

im
portant w

etland, rock barren and forest 
com

m
unities.

T
hese com

m
unities support a 

num
ber of regionally and provincially 

significant plant species, and provide habitat for 
a diversity of w

ildlife.

L
im

ited developm
ent to support recreational use 

w
ill be perm

itted.
N

E
1

includes an existing 
interpretive hiking trail.  A

 new
 trail w

ill be 
developed to provide additional hiking and 
interpretation opportunities. N

E
1 w

ill also 
accom

m
odate

the
establishm

ent of a perm
anent

snow
m

obile trail (Section
2.2).

N
atural environm

ent zone 2 (N
E

2) is located in 
the southeast corner of the park.  T

his 14 ha area 
protects a large, relatively undisturbed shrub 
w

etland, representing one of the m
ost significant 

natural areas in the park.
N

o developm
ent for 

this zone is proposed at this tim
e.

N
atural environm

ent zone 3 (N
E

3) is a
8 ha

parcel of land that sits w
est of H

ighw
ay 400 on 

B
axter L

ake.  T
his zone protects open rock 

barrens and hardw
ood forest, and is considered 

locally significant in E
codistrict 5E

-7.
N

o
developm

ent is proposed for this zone at this 
tim

e.

8.0
R

E
SO

U
R

C
E

 ST
E

W
A

R
D

SH
IP

P
O

L
IC

IE
S

T
he natural features of Six M

ile L
ake Provincial 

Park are generally considered to be of regional 
or local significance.  H

ow
ever, the park does 

contain a num
ber of provincially significant

plant species.  R
ecords and evidence also exists

for the presence of five reptiles w
ithin the park 

that are designated as species at risk.  T
he park’s 

resources w
ill be m

anaged according to the 
general policies defined for recreation class 
parks in the

O
ntario P

rovincial P
arks P

lanning 
and M

anagem
ent P

olicies (1992) and the 
direction contained in the O

ntario’s Living 
Legacy Land U

se Strategy (1999).
Supplem

entary policy direction is provided in 
the follow

ing sections.

8.1
L

and M
anagem

ent

T
he rock barrens found throughout the park 

support shallow
 soils and com

m
unities of 

lichens and m
osses, both of w

hich are very 
sensitive to disturbance.  E

xposed rock ridges 
also present a constraint to som

e form
s of 

developm
ent.  T

hese features w
ill be avoided to 

the extent possible in any future facility 
developm

ent projects.

T
he park also contains a variety of w

etland 
com

m
unities w

hich are equally sensitive to 
developm

ent and pedestrian traffic.  D
isturbance 

of these fragile areas from
 facility developm

ent 
w

ill not be perm
itted.  W

etland areas m
ay, 

how
ever, be featured as part of the proposed 

hiking trail (Section 10.3).  E
nvironm

entally 
sensitive design features and construction, such 
as boardw

alks, w
ill be used as appropriate.
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F
igure 3: P

roposed Z
oning
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A
quatic grow

th in the beach areas
m

ay be 
controlled

according to applicable provincial 
policies and regulations.

8.2
W

ater M
anagem

ent

T
he w

ater quality of Six M
ile L

ake in the beach 
areas w

ill be m
onitored on a regular basis to 

ensure hum
an health and safety.  W

here required 
by provincial regulations, beaches w

ill be closed 
until quality m

easures return to acceptable 
standards for recreational use.  Should w

ater 
quality becom

e a persistent problem
, appropriate 

actions w
ill be taken to identify and correct the 

contributing factor(s).

8.3
F

isheries M
anagem

ent

Fishing in O
ntario is regulated by the federal 

F
isheries A

ct and provincial F
ish and W

ildlife 
C

onservation A
ct.

T
hese regulations apply to 

Six M
ile L

ake, including the portion w
hich falls 

w
ithin park boundaries.  B

oat launch and 
docking facilities are provided at the park to 
support sport fishing on Six M

ile L
ake.  T

he 
park

w
illalso provide anglers w

ith inform
ation 

on
regulations, conservation, exotic species, and 

safe
fishing and boating practices, w

hen 
available.

H
ow

ever, regulations w
ill be 

enforced by C
onservation O

fficers w
ho 

regularly launch patrols from
 the park.

T
here is one existing baitfish harvesting license 

w
hich applies to Six M

ile L
ake Provincial Park.

In keeping w
ith the direction provided in the 

O
ntario’s Living Legacy Land U

se Strategy this 
license

m
ay continue, but new

 operations w
ill 

not be perm
itted.

O
ther com

m
ercial fishing is 

prohibited at Six M
ile L

ake Provincial Park.

8.4
W

ildlife M
anagem

ent

Sport hunting and com
m

ercial trapping are not 
perm

itted at Six M
ile L

ake Provincial Park.
O

n
occasion, the presence or behaviour of anim

als 
m

ay conflict w
ith park m

anagem
ent objectives.

T
he control of nuisance anim

als w
ill be carried 

out as required and according to provincial 
policies and regulations.

Species inventories and research w
ill be 

encouraged and pursued as opportunities arise 

and funds perm
it.  In particular, m

ore detailed 
am

phibian and reptile inventories m
ay be 

com
pleted to verify the presence of species at 

risk w
ithin the park.

8.5
V

egetation M
anagem

ent

M
anagem

ent of the park’s vegetation
com

m
unities w

ill generally involve a ‘hands-off’
approach, allow

ing natural processes and 
succession to proceed unhindered.

Sensitive
com

m
unities w

ill be protected from
 

developm
ent and hum

an traffic.
R

outine
m

aintenance, including the rem
oval of hazard 

trees and brushing of trails and roadw
ays w

ill be 
perm

itted.
C

ontrol of invasive species m
ay also 

occur.

Insect and disease infestations w
hich threaten 

the park’s vegetation com
m

unities m
ay

also
be

controlled in accordance w
ith provincial 

policies.

In the developm
ent zone, planting of appropriate

native species as part of m
inor rehabilitation 

efforts around cam
psites and park facilities w

ill 
be perm

itted.  A
quatic grow

th m
ay be controlled 

in the beach areas in accordance w
ith

the park 
operating plan.

L
arge scale efforts to control non-native

and
invasive

species, or rehabilitate or alter 
vegetation com

m
unities w

ill require the 
preparation of a detailed

vegetation m
anagem

ent 
plan.  Further inventory and study w

ill be 
encouraged and pursued as opportunities arise 
and funds perm

it, especially relating to the 
park’s aquatic com

m
unities, m

osses and lichens. 

8.6
F

ire M
anagem

ent

Six M
ile L

ake Provincial Park is located in the 
G

reat L
akes/St. L

aw
rence Fire M

anagem
ent 

Z
one under the F

orest F
ire M

anagem
ent 

Strategy for O
ntario (2004).

G
iven the capital investm

ent in facilities w
ithin 

the park, and the degree of private developm
ent 

adjacent to the park, fires in all zones w
ill be 

suppressed.
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Fire m
anagem

ent objectives for Six M
ile L

ake 
P

rovincial Park are to prevent loss of life, 
personal injury and socio-econom

ic disruption; 
to m

inim
ize loss or dam

age to park property and 
infrastructure; and to allow

 natural processes to 
proceed w

hen possible.

Fire response w
ill be conducted in accordance

w
ith the F

orest F
ire M

anagem
ent Strategy for 

O
ntario

. Fires that threaten park visitor safety or 
park infrastructure w

ill receive full response and 
sustained action until extinguished. O

ther fires 
m

ay be considered for m
odified response, in 

consultation betw
een the park

superintendent
and the fire

executive officer.

R
esponse for structural fires and forest fires is 

guided by a m
unicipal forest fire m

anagem
ent

agreem
ent betw

een the
M

inistry of N
atural

R
esources and the T

ow
nship of G

eorgian B
ay.

Fire response
activities w

ill be conducted in a 
m

anner that m
inim

izes ecological dam
age 

w
henever feasible. T

his can occur through the 
use of “light on the land” techniques, w

hich do 
not unduly disturb the landscape, w

henever 
feasible.

D
epending on the fire hazard, restrictions on 

open fires m
ay be im

plem
ented by the park 

superintendent in consultation w
ith the local 

M
N

R
 fire office and the tow

nship fire chief. 

T
he use of fire through prescribed burning m

ay 
be considered to achieve ecological or hazard
reduction

objectives. Plans for any prescribed 
burns w

ill be developed in accordance w
ith the 

P
rescribed B

urn P
lanning M

anual(1997), and 
applicable policies and legislation.

8.7
C

ultural R
esources

A
 cultural resources inventory for

Six M
ile L

ake 
Provincial Park w

ill be com
pleted as funds 

becom
e available.  In the interim

, cultural study 
of the park and surrounding area by qualified 
groups and individuals w

ill be encouraged.  Site-
specific study w

ill be com
pleted prior to any 

future developm
ent involving significant ground

disturbance.

9.0
O

P
E

R
A

T
IO

N
S P

O
L

IC
IE

S

A
park

operating
plan w

ill be prepared
to

provide park staff w
ith the necessary 

inform
ation required to operate the park on a 

day-to-day basis.  In addition to addressing the 
operations policies described below

, the plan
w

ill include such topics as budgeting, staffing, 
m

aintenance,fire response, enforcem
ent and 

em
ergency services.  T

he plan
w

ill be consistent 
w

ith the approved O
ntario P

rovincial P
arks 

O
perating Standards, and w

ill be review
ed 

annually and updated as required.

9.1
N

atural H
eritage E

ducation

T
he N

atural H
eritage E

ducation (N
H

E
) program

 
at Six M

ile L
ake Provincial Park w

ill provide 
visitors w

ith opportunities to learn about and 
interact w

ith the natural environm
ent through 

interpretation and recreation.
A

 N
atural

H
eritage E

ducation Plan outlining interpretive 
program

m
ing for the park m

ay be prepared.  T
he 

N
H

E
 program

 w
ill be review

ed on an annual 
basis.

T
he park presently offers a seasonal level of 

N
H

E
 service, w

ith an em
phasis on self-use

facilities such as trails and personal contact 
through the interpretive centre and structured 
program

s.
T

he three com
ponents of N

H
E

 
include inform

ation, interpretation and 
recreation.

9.1.1
Inform

ation

Inform
ation concerning the park, facilities and 

services, and points of interest in the greater 
region w

ill be provided to park visitors.  A
 

variety of m
edia w

ill be used to convey this 
inform

ation, including the annual park 
inform

ation guide, signs, bulletin boards and 
displays, and personal contact.  Inform

ation w
ill 

be available prim
arily at the park gate house,

interpretive centre, and
w

ill be provided at 
locations throughout the park as required.

9.1.2
Interpretation

Interpretive them
es identified for Six M

ile L
ake 

Provincial Park m
ay

include:
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•
C

anadian Shield ecology;
•

logging history of Six M
ile L

ake and 
Severn R

iver;
•

settlem
ent history of Six M

ile L
ake and 

L
ittle G

o H
om

e B
ay;

•
art in the park – life and w

ork of D
avid 

M
ilne;

•
outdoor recreation – canoeing and 
kayaking; and

•
species at risk and their habitat.

M
essages developed around these them

es w
ill 

be conveyed to park visitors through 
publications, the interpretive centre, structured
program

s, and the self-guided
T

he Living E
dge

interpretive trail.

9.1.3
R

ecreation

T
he N

H
E

 program
 does not provide structured 

opportunities for visitors to develop their 
recreational skills.  H

ow
ever, the park does 

support and encourage a variety of recreational 
activities, through the provision of a hiking trail, 
boating facilities, fishing equipm

ent, and canoe 
rentals.

9.2
R

ecreation M
anagem

ent

Six M
ile L

ake Provincial Park received 
approxim

ately 65,000 visitors in 2002.  M
ost of 

these w
ere vacationing

cam
pers

from
 southern 

or central O
ntario.  V

isitor surveys suggest that 
the m

ain activities participated in are sw
im

m
ing, 

fishing, hiking, casual play and nature
appreciation.

W
hile these activities are generally non-

intrusive, any activity found to have significant 
adverse effects on the park’s

natural features 
w

ill be controlled.  A
ppropriate actions m

ight 
include

tem
porary or com

plete suspension of an 
activity, spatial relocation, m

itigation and 
rehabilitation.

C
am

psites w
ill be m

onitored for erosion and 
degradation, and m

ay
be

tem
porarily

closed for 
rehabilitation as required.  C

am
psite closures 

and rehabilitation w
ill com

ply w
ith O

ntario 
Park’s standards and guidelines governing
capital developm

ent. 

T
he hiking trail w

ill be sim
ilarly m

onitored, and 
sections m

ay be tem
porarily closed to prevent 

erosion, tram
pling, rutting and w

idening.  A
 new

 
trail w

ill be developed in N
E

1 to provide visitors 
w

ith further opportunities for hiking and nature 
appreciation.

Six M
ile L

ake Provincial Park is closed during 
the w

inter season, but does support lim
ited

inform
al w

inter use for snow
shoeing and cross-

country skiing.
Snow

m
obile use along a

tem
porary trail w

as
perm

itted
by a m

em
orandum

of
understanding

since 1999.
T

his
plan

w
ill

allow
 for the establishm

ent of a perm
anent route 

(Section 10.3).

A
lthough park staff do not have the authority to 

enforce fishing or boating regulations, 
inform

ation m
ay be provided to anglers and 

boaters to prom
ote responsible practices.

A
ll-terrain-vehicles (A

T
V

s) are prohibited in the 
park.

9.3
T

ourism
 Services

T
he park store is planned to continue to provide 

a range of goods and services, including 
firew

ood, canoe and fishing equipm
ent rental, 

and
cam

ping and grocery supplies.

9.4
R

esearch

R
esearch by qualified individuals and groups 

w
ill be encouraged.  A

ll research m
ust be 

approved and conducted in accordance w
ith 

provincial park policy on research activities in 
parks and the C

entral Zone R
esearch and 

Inform
ation Strategy (2004).

Priorities for future projects at Six M
ile L

ake 
Provincial Park include m

ore detailed 
inventories of the park’s w

etland com
m

unities 
and reptile and am

phibian populations.
H

ow
ever, research m

ay deal w
ith all aspects of 

the park’s earth and life science resources, 
cultural resources and history, recreational 
activities, and visitor groups.
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9.5
M

arketing

A
m

arketing
plan w

ill be prepared for the park 
and w

ill focus on the follow
ing priorities:

•
increasing the occupancy rate by 
encouraging longer stays and prom

oting 
shoulder season and m

id-w
eek cam

ping; 
and

•
increasing day use throughout the 
season by attracting visitors off 
H

ighw
ay 400 for roadside picnicking 

and sw
im

m
ing.

T
hese objectives m

ay be addressed by 
prom

oting the park’s existing and new
 facilities 

and services as they are established, its 
convenient location, and the opportunities 
available for canoeing, including using the park 
as a drop-off/pick-up for the G

ibson-M
acD

onald
route.

10.0
D

E
V

E
L

O
P

M
E

N
T

 P
O

L
IC

IE
S

A
s a recreation class park, a significant level of 

facility developm
ent is required to support park 

use.  W
hile m

any facilities presently exist, new
 

ones m
ay be required in the future and existing

ones m
ay need to be upgraded or replaced.

D
ecisions regarding developm

ent w
ill be based 

on research and inform
ation on the park’s valued 

features.  D
evelopm

ent w
ill be carried out in 

accordance w
ith approved site plans, utilizing 

appropriate standards and in conform
ity w

ith 
relevant legislation and policy.  T

he follow
ing

sections identify the facility developm
ent 

projects presently identified for the park.

10.1
Internal R

oads

T
he presence of shallow

 soils and exposed 
bedrock in the park m

akes road m
aintenance an 

on-going requirem
ent.

M
ajor reconstruction and 

upgrading of the cam
pground roads is required 

and w
ill be com

pleted as funds perm
it.

10.2
V

isitor Services

T
here are currently

29 vault privies and a 
show

er building to serve park visitors (Figure 4).
Privy upgrading w

ill be an on-going activity.  A
 

trailer dum
ping and filling station is located in 

the south end of the park near the park office.
G

arbage and recycling are m
anaged in a 

centrally located collection depot.  M
aintenance 

and upgrading of these facilities w
ill be 

conducted as required.

A
 new

 com
fort station,lift station and septic bed 

are to be constructed in the cam
pground area to 

provide cam
pers w

ith additional sanitary 
facilities.  A

 new
 w

ater treatm
ent system

 w
ill 

also be developed w
ithin the park to com

ply
w

ith M
inistry of E

nvironm
ent standards.

10.3
T

rails

T
here is an existing 1 km

 self-use interpretive 
trail located in the park.  A

 new
 trail w

ill be 
developed in N

E
1 to provide visitors w

ith 
further opportunities for hiking and nature 
appreciation.

A
 snow

m
obile trail is also to be established 

through N
E

1 and the developm
ent zone to 

provide riders w
ith access to the existing O

FSC
 

T
O

PS trail to the north and south of Six M
ile 

L
ake Provincial Park (Figure 4).  T

his trail w
ill 

contribute to the O
FSC

’s efforts to im
prove rider 

safety by relocating trails off traveled public 
roadw

ays.  T
he redundant sections of the 

tem
porary trail presently open to riders along the 

park’s m
ain roadw

ay w
ill be closed to 

snow
m

obile use upon establishm
ent of the new

 
north-south route.  W

here appropriate, this trail 
w

ill form
 the basis for the new

 hiking trail to be 
established in N

E
1.

A
s required by the E

nvironm
ental A

ssessm
ent 

A
ct, the proposed snow

m
obile trail has been 

screened for its environm
ental im

plications.
E

xisting earth and life science inventories 
suggest that the proposed route w

ill not 
adversely affect any significant natural features.
A

n additional inspection of the proposed trail 
undertaken by O

ntario Parks in 2004 indicated 
no specific sensitive features such as rare plants, 
nesting or denning site that m

ay not have been 
identified in previous inventories.  Further, 
snow

m
obile use in natural environm

ent zones 
w

ithin recreation class parks is perm
itted by 

provincial park policy.  B
ased on this
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F
igure 4: P

roposed R
ecreation F

acilities
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assessm
ent, it has been determ

ined that the trail 
can be approved to proceed subject to further 
site-level investigation.

A
 final inspection of the proposed route w

ill be 
undertaken by O

ntario Parks staff to identify the 
presence of specific sensitive features along the 
proposed route (e.g. rare plant(s), nesting or 
denning areas, etc.) that m

ay not have been 
identified in earlier inventories, and that should 
be avoided prior to establishing

the
final route

location.

11.0
IM

P
L

E
M

E
N

T
A

T
IO

N
 ST

R
A

T
E

G
Y

T
he resource stew

ardship activities and 
developm

ent projects identified in the plan w
ill 

be im
plem

ented according to annual funding 
allocations and the priorities established by Six 
M

ile L
ake Provincia

l Park.  W
here required by 

provincial park policy and the E
nvironm

ental
A

ssessm
entA

ct, O
ntario Parks w

ill undertake 
additional evaluation and consultation prior to 
the im

plem
entation of a project.  T

he follow
ing 

list sum
m

arizes the m
ain initiatives and

activities
proposed for the park at this tim

e.

R
esource Stew

ardship
•

C
om

pletion of m
ore detailed reptile and 

am
phibian inventories

•
Further study and inventory of the 
park’s w

etland com
m

unities
•

C
om

pletion of a cultural resources 
inventory.

Facility D
evelopm

ent
•

D
evelopm

ent of a new
 com

fort station 
in the cam

pground
•

E
stablishm

ent of a new
 w

ater treatm
ent 

system
 for the park

•
U

pgrading of cam
pground roads

•
U

pgrading of vault privies
•

D
evelopm

ent of a new
 hiking trail in 

N
E

1
•

E
stablishm

ent of a snow
m

obile trail.

O
perational

•
Preparation of a park

operating
plan

•
Preparation of a m

arketing
plan

•
Preparation of a naturalheritage
education

plan.

12.0
SU

M
M

A
R

Y
 O

F
 P

U
B

L
IC

 
C

O
N

SU
L

T
A

T
IO

N

A
n Invitation to Participate w

as issued in A
ugust 

2003 to announce the beginning of the 
m

anagem
ent plan review

 process for Six M
ile 

L
ake Provincial Park and to solicit input on the 

term
s of reference.  T

he invitation w
as sent to 

adjacent landow
ners, parties w

ith a know
n 

interest in the park and to those on O
ntario 

Parks’ m
andatory contact list.  T

he m
anagem

ent 
plan review

 w
as also announced through 

new
spaper notices in the O

rillia Packet and 
T

im
es and the M

idland Free Press, bulletins at 
Six M

ile L
ake Provincial Park, and posting on 

the E
nvironm

ental B
ill of R

ights E
nvironm

ental 
R

egistry.  A
 45-day period w

as provided to 
allow

 interested individuals and parties to 
subm

it com
m

ents.

Stage 2 of the plan review
 process involved the 

com
pilation of a background

inform
ation

file
containing a variety of reports and reference 
m

aterials describing the park.  T
hese m

aterials 
included earth and life science inventories, 
visitor statistics and survey data, a m

ap of the 
proposed snow

m
obile trail, and O

ntario Parks’ 
planning and m

anagem
ent policies.

R
elease of 

the file w
as announced in D

ecem
ber 2003 to 

those on the m
ailing list, through notices in the 

O
rillia and M

idland new
spapers, and posting on 

the E
nvironm

ental B
ill of R

ights E
nvironm

ental 
R

egistry.
T

he file w
as available for view

ing at 
the

offices of the T
ow

nship of G
eorgian B

ay, 
M

inistry of N
atural R

esources’ Parry Sound 
D

istrict, and O
ntario Parks’ C

entral Z
one.  A

 60-
day review

 and com
m

ent period w
as provided.

T
he release of the prelim

inary
park

m
anagem

ent
plan gives interested individuals and parties the 
opportunity to review

 and com
m

ent on the 
m

anagem
entpolicies and activities being put 

forw
ard for Six M

ile L
ake Provincial Park.  T

he 
draftplan has been sent to those on the m

ailing 
list.  T

he 45-day review
 and com

m
ent 

opportunity has also been announced through 
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new
spaper notices and posting on the 

E
nvironm

ental B
ill of R

ights E
nvironm

ental 
R

egistry.  Further opportunity to com
m

ent and 
discuss issues w

ill be provided at a public 
inform

ation session to be held during the fallof
2004.

T
he final stage in the plan review

 process w
ill 

involve the preparation of the final m
anagem

ent 
plan based on all available inform

ation and 
careful review

 of the com
m

ents received.  O
nce 

approved, the public w
ill be provided w

ith a 
final opportunity to inspect the Six M

ile Lake 
P

rovincial P
ark M

anagem
ent P

lan.
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