
Located 50 kilometres north of Peterborough, 
the Kawartha Highlands Signature Site Park 
(Kawartha Highlands) contains a range of natural and 
recreational values. Situated along the southern edge 
of the Canadian Shield, this relatively undeveloped 
area encompasses 37,587 hectares and features a 
rugged rolling landscape of small lakes, wetlands, 
forests and rocky barrens. Kawartha Highlands was 
established in 2005 and is designated as a natural 
environment class park under the Provincial Parks and 
Conservation Reserves Act (PPCR Act).

Development of the park management plan was 
guided by the Kawartha Highlands Signature Site 
Park Act (KHSSP Act) and the PPCR Act. The plan 
also reflects proposed direction agreed upon by key 
stakeholders, as documented in the 2003 Kawartha 
Highlands Signature Site Charter (the Charter). A 
Management Advisory Board (MAB) established 
under authority of the KHSSP Act in August 2003 
has provided advice to Ontario Parks relating to the 
development of the plan.

An adaptive approach to resource management will 
be used in the park. Adaptive management involves 
modification of management strategies in response 
to monitoring, new information and analysis of the 
results of past actions and experiences. The plan 
details the previously agreed upon vision for the 
park. Goals for protection, recreation, public and 
stakeholder interests and Aboriginal engagement have 
been developed, along with management objectives 
and desired outcomes, linking park policies to this 
vision.

The Kawartha Highlands park management plan 
provides for the protection of ecological integrity as 
the overriding priority. The plan outlines specific 
policies for the park, some of which require an 
amendment to current regulations. Low density 
recreational activities, as well as compatible 
traditional activities, will continue to be enjoyed. 
Industrial activities have been prohibited (i.e. 
forestry, mining, aggregate/peat extraction and 
power generation). Existing commercial trapping, 
bait harvesting, bear management areas, and tourist 
operations will continue in the park. Hunting is 
permitted subject to the Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Act and regulations. Fishing will continue; however, 
it is proposed that live baitfish may not be used 
or possessed in the park. Backcountry camping 
opportunities will be provided; however, no car 
campgrounds will be established. Aircraft landing 
is permitted. Motor vehicles (not including 
snowmobiles or motorboats) are generally restricted 
to pre-existing trails and roads to access property, 
tenured land or areas for hunting purposes. Motor 
vehicles are not authorized for recreational purposes. 
Snowmobiles and motorboats may be used for 
recreational purposes; however, there are restrictions 
on where these may be used. Boat caches will be 
managed by a permit system. Mountain biking and 
horseback riding are permitted on designated trails.

The Ontario Parks’ fee schedule will apply to users 
of Kawartha Highlands with the exception of specific 
exemptions under the KHSSP Act. Ontario Parks may 
also charge other fees from time to time, as required 
by the PPCR Act or in consideration of advice from 
the MAB. All persons using aircraft, motor vehicles 
and snowmobiles in Kawartha Highlands must obtain 
valid permits as required by the KHSSP Act and the 
PPCR Act.
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Ontario Parks has accepted the recommendations 
of an Environmental Study Report produced for a 
class environmental assessment of access roads for 
Kawartha Highlands. The decision was to use existing 
access roads and not to create new access roads to the 
park.

The Minister of Natural Resources has approved 
the MAB’s recommendations on “pre-existing roads 
and trails”, including an appeal process to confirm 
the accuracy and completeness of the approved pre-
existing road and trail network for motor vehicle use. 
The appeal period will last for 24 months beginning 
on the day that the park management plan is released.

Ontario Parks will pursue opportunities for 
partnerships in resource management, operations 
and education. Successful management of Kawartha 
Highlands for future generations should include the 
involvement of an engaged community of stewards. 
Stewardship of the Kawartha Highlands will be 
encouraged through interested persons, groups 
and local communities that wish to assist with the 
implementation of the park management plan.

One natural environment zone and seven access zones 
have been identified for Kawartha Highlands. Natural 
environment zones include natural landscapes which 
permit the minimum level of development required 
to support low density recreational activities. Access 
zones serve as staging areas where development 
will generally be limited to roads, parking areas, 
information kiosks, boat launches, and sanitation 
facilities.

Implementation of the operations and management 
of Kawartha Highlands will follow the direction 
contained in the park management plan and will 
be phased in. A Park Operations Plan, Lands 
Management Plan and a Science and Information 
Plan will be developed to provide additional details 
for managing the park.

All Aboriginal and public input have been considered 
during the park management planning process. The 
high level of involvement throughout the planning 
process was demonstrated with 769 responses 
received on the preliminary park management plan. 
These responses were extremely important as they 
have helped to refine the management direction and 
background contained within the plan.

The park management plan will guide the 
management, operation and development of Kawartha 
Highlands over the next 20 years and can be reviewed 
or amended to address changing issues or conditions 
as necessary. %
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